EL CERRITO CITY COUNCIL PROCLAMATION
Recognizing the Contributions of Former City of El Cerrito Employee Joel Witherell
and His Accomplishments that Ensured the Success of Recycling in El Cerrito

WHEREAS, in January 1973, Joel Witherell joined the City of El Cerrito as its Parks
and Recreation Director, serving as staff liaison to E.C.ology, the volunteer-run recycling
center that began as a pilot program on August 5, 1972; and
WHEREAS, from the start, Joel Witherell embraced the effort to increase recycling
and was an early member and President of the newly formed Northern California
Recycling Association; and
WHEREAS, in 1974, Joel Witherell received the first sizable funding for the
E.C.ology Recycling Center, a $45,000 grant from the California Solid Waste
Management Board for a “curbside source separation demonstration project” that would
lead to the Center’s first curbside recycling program; and
WHEREAS, in 1976, Joel Witherell worked with the City’s Citizens Solid Waste
Committee to develop a robust recycling commitment and countywide plan; and
WHEREAS, Joel Witherell also helped plan and manage improvements that
included expanding hours of operation, running a “buy back” recyclables program, and
increasing the range of materials collected; and
WHEREAS, on July 1, 1977, the City took over operation of E.C.ology with the
goal of eventually recycling 25 percent of the City’s solid waste; and
WHEREAS, in 1977 and 1978, under Witherell’s direction, E.C.ology had major
expansions, receiving additional grants, paying employees, purchasing new equipment,
and constructing the first building, a “pole barn” that was in place through 2011; and
WHEREAS, throughout Joel Witherell’s tenure he promoted expanded and
improved recycling, both at the Center and at curbside, for example making curbside
collection free and open to all, rather than via subscription; and
WHEREAS, in 1989, Joel Witherell developed policies, approved by the City
Council, to ensure the Recycling Center’s long-term fiscal health by receiving funding
through the rates community members paid for solid waste collection; and
WHEREAS, during this time Joel Witherell was also instrumental in turning the
abandoned Santa Fe railroad bed into the Ohlone Greenway and in leading other
recreational programs for the City; and
WHEREAS, in 1993, Joel Witherell, retired from his role with the City and a tenure
that lasted over 20 years, having made a major impact on ensuring the success of
recycling in El Cerrito and its continuance long into the future.
NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of El Cerrito does hereby proclaim
recognition for the late Joel Witherell and for his accomplishments that made it possible
for the Recycling and Environmental Resource Center to exist as it does today.
Dated: July 19, 2022
___________________________
Gabe Quinto, Mayor

