EL CERRITO CITY COUNCIL PROCLAMATION
Recognizing the 50th Anniversary of the
El Cerrito Recycling Center
WHEREAS, the El Cerrito Recycling Center, called E.C.ology at the time, opened as
a volunteer-run “pilot project”, 50 years ago, on August 5, 1972; and
WHEREAS, by January 1973, the Mayor reported that the Center had “proven quite
successful and is now about the biggest in the area”; and
WHEREAS, in 1977, the City of El Cerrito took over management of the operation,
with continual support from residents and a goal to eventually recycle 25 percent of the
City’s solid waste; and
WHEREAS, as the Center aged, and recycling programs continued to grow, there was
strong community sentiment that the drop-off facility needed to be remodeled and rebuilt
to accept more materials and improve traffic flow; and
WHEREAS, with continued strong interest from the community to prioritize
investments in recycling, the City developed a plan to build a state-of-the-art facility that
would also serve as a hub for the City’s environmental initiatives; and
WHEREAS, a new Recycling + Environmental Resource Center was opened to the
public on Earth Day 2012, as a nationwide model for recycling and reuse; and
WHEREAS, the new LEED Platinum Certified Recycling Center offers a more
extensive range of materials accepted, a new “Exchange Zone”, and serves as a model
for sustainable building, including solar panels, rain gardens, and other environmental
design techniques; and
WHEREAS, the Center continues to thrive and flourish, serving about 300-500
customers daily and maintaining programs that help to divert an estimated 1,500 tons of
material from the landfill each year; and
WHEREAS, today, the Center serves as a gathering place to build community or
engage with the City’s environmental programs while recycling, inspires the community
through monthly tours and partnerships and by supporting the El Cerrito Creative Reuse
Artist Residency program, and serves as a model regionally, nationally, and globally
encouraging other communities to invest more in waste reduction and sustainability.
NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of El Cerrito does hereby
acknowledge and honor the 50th Anniversary of the City of El Cerrito Recycling Center
and offers sincere thanks and appreciation for all those associated with recycling, waste
reduction, and environmental initiatives in the City of El Cerrito, and additionally
encourages the community to help commemorate the 50th Anniversary by attending a
celebration event hosted by the El Cerrito Historical Society and the City’s Environmental
Quality Committee, taking place Friday, August 5, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. at the El Cerrito
Recycling Center.
Dated: July 19, 2022

___________________________
Gabe Quinto, Mayor

