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CURRENT PARK PROGRAM OF CITY OF El CERRITO 

1hc growth of t!,e pas t t1-1enty (20) vears has seen our open fie l -:!s and J,;j l s 
gradua lly taken up with housi ng deve l opments . While we have become a finer commun i ty 
t hrough this development, 1-1e have a t t he same time l os t t he open spaces t~at in pr e-
vi<Jus Lin;es \"er e a source of e'lj oyment for young and old a l i ke . In the rJavs >~hen 

great opel' spaces '"er e a l l a.-ound t f>ere was 1 ittl e appreciat i on f or tbe eventual 
0eed for pur ks und open sp~ccs to ser ve a completely deve l oped community. Sevcr~ l 
r>~1 gullies were acqu ired l'Y t he c i tv i n t he 1920 ' s and some mi nimal par k devel op-

•. ,,~ \\'aS un?ertaken i n the 1930 's. 1" 19/,lf, tne ci t v purchased a. seve"! teen acre parcel 
,., i.,; I'OW Cerrito Vi s t;~ $';uk 

A CQ(Up r d1e ttSi ve p r·u~rtt"l u r pa· k :leve1opn~n l. dnd lt::~nd ccquisit i on Wd> 11V'-. Uf lc.llo: f~ 

l;>ken unti I 1954 ,,J,en voter s approved a 10< park ta~ development levy Si nce 19.58 , 
;,dflir i ol'l<> ' fu.-.ds have been made av;,>i lal)le f r ct11 the c i Ty 's Capital l mprovc.mc.-.r FuO'l<i 
The Cap ita l I mprovement Fund i s designed ! o provide Financ i n~ f or <:>1 1 c i ty cap ital im
provement needs i nc l ud i ng parks. Twentv-f i v e per cent o·f the ci ty' s sales tax receipt s 
are by ordinance a l located to th is fund . 

\-li t h t he i ncep t i on o f the park devel opment program in 1954, improve<'lent; we.r e 
~ndertaken on Poinsett, Tassaj ara, Cas t ro, Huber a nd Cer ri to Vista Park'; t ~e El Cerr ito 
Swim Center VJas construc t ed, and l and acquired for Canyon Park, Arl i noton "ar k "n<:l f1 i J 1-
'ide Fark. A total o f $765,000 hvd been expended on park development a nd Ja"'d acqui -
siti on during the ten ( 10) ye<J•· s prev i ous t o !he pa ssage o f the bond. I n addi tion , 
g ifts of l and v<J l ued a t an add i Liona l $120,000 had been accepted by t he c i ty f or pa r k 
pur po•es. \olh i le ma'ly i mprovcme'ltS had been achi eved , a great dea l r eJ'la i ned t o be accom
plished to comp l ete the proposals o f t~e Master Plan f or Park s and Recr eat ion and the 
more speci f ic r ecommendat i ons of the recent El Cer r ito Citi zens Conference on Lhc COf'l
~vnity's Fu Lure. 

The park devel opment program was at thi s time financed on a " p<>y - as- you - go" 
basis wi rh a sma I I amount of work being accomp I i shed each year with the curr<'l~r year's 
al loca t i on. In an effort to be fa ir t o all sect i ons of t he commun ity, projects we;·e 
spread over a broad area. As a resu It, it IJad not been poss i b I e t o t o t a II y como 1 ete 
any o f Lhe park pr oj ects initiated . I t fu rti'-er had not been poss ible ro ever> com:nence 
uevel oprnent on sever al addit i ona l p l anned par ks . 

. An El Cerr i to Ci tizens Conference on t f-,e Community's Future was appointed by 
t he Ci ty Council i n the fall o f 1963 t o revie•• th i s problem and according l y recol11!'lended 
that t he Ci ty Counc i I seck voter approva l ror issuance of gener ol ob ligat i on bonds to 
f inance t he complete pr ogram. Gener a l obl i ga ri on bond issues for ci ti es require <:1 

66- 2/3% major i ty f or successful passage. Prev i ous park bond issues r eceived 63. 8% in 
19S8 and 65 . 4% in 1959 . On June 2, 1964 the vot ers passed" Par k Bond Measure in t he 
amount o f $ 1,200 , 000 receiving 67. 9£% approva l 

Of' EN <;PACE ACQUISITION & DEVELOPME.NT~ttor:RAH OF THE GJ TY OF fl C ~Rf!. l TO 

~roiect Oescription 

I. Canyon Trai I Pa rk - 8 acres 
a<ij acenl Lo El 1·1on t e School 

(a) Acguir e 4. 2 acres 

(b) Devel op - landscap i ng, i rr 
i g<J t ion, l ot area , t urf 
play area , wa l k s, ~enches 

21,065. 
21 ' 065. 

50.000 
50,000 . 

100. 000 . 

(c) Deve lop-nei ghborhoo<:l 45 , 000. 
clubhouse & t enn i s courts ___ _ 

Total Proj ec t Cost 

2. R i chtnond Annex Area ?<.u· k -
2t acre parce l t o be acqui r ed 
and deve l oped j o i nt l y wi Lh the 
City of Ri chmond 

187,130. 

Sourc<>. o f Funds 

C! tv Park Bond Funds· 
Fed Open- Space Fun<h 
(12/16/65 app li ca t ion \ 

Schedule 

1965 
comp l ete 

Ci ty Park Bond Fund> 1966-67 
Ferl ~euu t if i c;:, ~ i: o, Funds 
(Propose<J f u ture a pp l i cat io•l\ 

C i tv f'a r k Bond Funds· 1966- 67 



Proj ect Description 

(a) Acquisi t ion - l! ac res 

(b) Acquisi t ion - 3/4 acres 

(c ) Develop - Turf p l ay a r ea, 
tot area, res t rooms and 
landscape 

Amoun t 

34,750 . 
34,750 . 

69.500. 
139,000 . 

36, 500. 
36, 500. 

73. 000. 
146,000. 

15,000. 
15,000. 

30,000. 

60,000. 

3. Huber Park - Ex is t ing 2.6 acre 
neighborhood par k 

Park Improvements- Cl ubhouse, 
landscap ing, walks & p icn ic 
a r ea 

50 000. 
50,000 

4, Poinset t Par k- Existing neigh
borhood park 

Park Improvements-cl ubhouse, 
'"alks & deck area 

25,000. 
25,000. 

5. Hi llside Park-Natural Area -
109 acres hillside natural area 

(a) 

(b) 

Acquire 43t acres 

Acquire lots 27, 28, 30 
Trac t 2042, & easterly 
2 ac r es of Lot 42 , 
Schmidt Vi I I age Tract 

97, 200. 
9],200. 

194,400 . 

18,000. 

18 000. 
36, 000. 

(c) Beautifica t ion Improve- 65,000. 
ments - Multi - use amphi - 190, 145. 
thea t er a r ea, major & 
secondary t rails , water , 
sys t em, drainage struct- 255, 145. 
ores, tree p l anting, PG&E 
r i ght-of-~1ay landscap ing=-::--=-::--

510 . 290 . 

Tot al Project Cost 

6. Cerrito Vista Park - ex i st ing 
15 acre Commun i ty Park 

740.690. 

(a) Park Improvements- de- 40,000. 
velop 2 ac r es undevelop-
ed I and v1 i th putt ing green, 
quite landscape area, 
childrens birthday area 

(b) Construct Tennis Center - 35,000. 
on leased land from PG& E 

(c) Const r uct Com. Center 

Tota l Pr oject Cost 

225 , 000. 

300,000. 

Source o f Funds 
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Schedu l e 

Ci t y o f Richmond Gen.Fd. 1966-67 
Ci t y of El Cerr i to Park 
Bond Funds 
Fed. Open-Space App. by 
City o f Richmond 

City of Ri ch , Gen Fd. 
Ci ty of El Cer r i to Pa rk 
Bond funds 
Fed. Open-Space - Future 
app. by Ci t y of Richmond 

City of Rich . Gen . Fd. 
City of El Cer ri t o Par k 
Bond Funds 
Fed. Open- Space - Futur e 
app. by Ci ty o f Ri chmond 

City Par k Bond Funds 

Cit y Pa r k Bond Funos 

Ci ty Par k Bond Funds 
Fed. Open-Space Funds 
( 12/ 16/65 applica t ion) 

City Par k Bond Funds 

Fed. Open- Space Funds 
(Pr oposed fu tu r~ app. ) 

1967- 68 

1966-67 

1966- 67 

1965- 66 

1966-67 

Pa r k Bond Funds 1966-67 
Cap i tal Improvement Funds 1968- 71 

Fed. Beautification 
(Proposed fut ur e app. ) 

Ci t y Par k Bond Funds 

Ci ty Park Bond Funds 

Ci ty Par k Bond Funds 

1966- 71 

1966- 67 

1966-67 

1965-66 



Project Description 

7. Fai rmont Park - acqu is ition 
of 3/4 acre or 1 and adj acer>t 
to Fairmont School - Develop 
neighborhood park on Ci t y 
acqu ired & School -o•med 1 a nds 

(a} Land acqu i s i t ion 

(b) Construct t urf play area , 
tot area, crafts area, 
r~~odel c l ubhouse 

Tota l Project Cos t 

8. Ar l ington Park - Develop 5t 
acre neighborhood pa r k adjacent 
t o Boy Scout Camp 

Amount 

75 , 000. 

50,000 . 

125, 000. 

Source of Funds 

Ci ty Par k Bond Funds 

Ci ty Park Bond Funds 
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Schedu I e 

Complete 

1965- 66 

(a} Construct t e nnIs courts 
clubhouse, tot area, t urf 
pl ayf ield, p i cn i c areas 

130 000. --G ity Park ~ond Funds 
130,000 

(b) Possi b le ac qu i sit ion of 
Boy Scout Camp (sur round
ing development making camp 
use difficult ) 18 acr es 

Total Proj ect Cos t 

90 ' 000. 

220,000. 

9. Cr eeks ide Park - Acquire land 120,000. 
adjacent to Cerrito Cr eek be-
b•leen Adams St. and wes t city 
I i m i t s - Deve 1 op i r r i ga t ion I 20, 000. 
system, I awn area, tree p 1 ant-
ing, wa l ks, benches. Proposed 
in conj unc t ion with Code Enforce
men t Appl i ca t ion in preparat ion 
ror Richmond Annex . Addit ion a rea 
(Should be undertaken in cooper
ation wi t h Ci ty of Alba ny & Cali for
n ia Orientat ion Cent er for the 
B I i nd) 

Tota l Project Cost 240' 000. 

10. High School Area - Acquire & 200,000. 
develop ne ighborhood park fac i l-
ity (Bu i It up section of City 
sJte s.election not yet made) 

Tot a l Pr oject Cost 200,000. 

Ci ty fu nds and poss ible 1970-71 
fed. Open- Space Applicat ion 

Capita 1 Improvement 
Funds 

Proposed Federal Open
Space Aop. 

City funds 

1966-67 

1970-71 
o r l ater 

In summary i t 1vou ld t ake a continued f inancial program fo r the City of El Cerr i to 
t o keep up wi t h its future park needs. We woul d like to suggest, as a means of assuring 
our cit izens of adequate par k development tha t would mee t the i r present as wei I a s 
future needs, an inc rease in the stat e sa les t ax that would be col l ected and used for 
parks simi Ja r to the sta t e gas t ax program for street cons truc ti on. 


