Ready on the Right! . . . Ready on the Lefi! . . .

EADY on the firing line!
R The Wildeat Canyon National

Guard Target Range salutes
the new year!

Right now there are twenty-live
targets at 200 yards and ten at 600
vards., Thousand-inch firing can he
done on fifty targets, and pistol tar-
wets are available in profusion. All
of these are available for simultane-
ous nse

Ultimately there will be forty tar
gets at 200 yards, twenty at 300
vards, ten at 500 yvards, ten al 600
vards, and ten at 1000 yards. All
will be available to use simultane-

By Samuel R. Dows
Capt., 250th C. A.

ously. In addition. there will be the
pistol and 1000-ineh rvanges and a
machine gun range.

® T go back to the beginning of
the story—the lease at Leona
Heights expired.  Colonel Wayne
R. Allen, at that time commanding
the 159th Infantry, was then in
charge of the range, and he acquired
Wildeat Canyon, as pretty a hit of
seenery as yvou ever saw. It is not
an ideal place to build a range, but

Scenes at the Wildcat Canyon Target Range

Upper left—a power shovel working in the 200-yvard butts indicates the size.
‘I'hese butls are 400 feet long. The excavation at the near end is fourteen feet deep.
Upper right—what the markers will see: the 200-yard butts before target carriers

were installed.

Lower left—the btruck compound with

are making doors.

Lower right—looking down the road to the truck compound BEFORE the car-

penters went to work.
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thirty garages constructed. Carpenters

Col. Allen saw its potentialities. So
construcetion started under a WPA
projeet, and one of the wettest win-
ters on record set in.

By spring things were ready for
a busy summer. The road into the
range was graded and ballasted, and
Ilumber trucks started delivering at
once,

To make things more exciting
from the standpoint of construction,
the War Department decreed a
twenty-five vard run for rapid fire.
That twenty-five yard run cost at
least $2000, because all firing points
are carved ont of hillsides. In pro-
viding the twenty-five yard run plus
a fifteen-yard assembly point, there
has also been provided sufficient
room on the 200-yard firing poiut to
park about twenty trucks so that
ammunition and other impedimenta
will be conveniently at hand.

Captain Thomas Fowler has been
in charge of construetion for the
state, and his untiring efforts are
responsible for the fine facilities. Ile
was assisted for a brief period dur-
ing the summer by the writer. In
charge for WPA was Lt. Charles
Souza, AC Res., who has taken a
personal interest at all times,

There is still much to be done.
Telephone communications are not
complete but will be in a short time,
The Coast Guard is assisting in the
installation by providing the trans-
mission lines. The lines for 200- and
300-yard ranges will be under-
ground, but the other lines will be
on poles. Telephones and the con-
nections in the butts and at the fir-
ing points are being provided and
installed by the National Guard.
Present plans contemplate a phone
for each ten targets.

® THE convenient facilities of the
range are noteworthy, There is run-
ning water at the firing points and
in the 200-yard butts. Sanitary toi-
lets and septie tanks have been in-
stalled. The mess hall was moved
from Leona Heights and rebuilt with
concrete floor and field range, run-
ning water, and lights. To make the
group complete, a latrine and
‘splashproof” wash stand were
added, and all are connected to a
septic tank to handle refuse. A cot-

tage was built for the range officer
(Continued on Page 31)
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aned toeludes a large elubroom in the
basement for conferences and the
envenienee of those kev o omen and
ofticers wha are responsible for the
fine conduct of onr National Chuaed
shoots,

There is a truck compound with
thirty garages, shop, and store room,
The warages will probably he used
for very hitle exeept storage and for
shelter inmelement weather,

® BRIGADIER GENERAL HAR-
RY H. MOREIHEAD, the Adjutant
Goeneral, has mamtained elose con-
tiet with the development ol the
property. and it s largely through
Jiis support and encouragement that
the steep hillsides have been made 10
vield a fine rifle and pistol range.
Colonel John U, Calkins, Jr. is chief
range officer and will make all sehed-
ules for the varions units. e has
devoted untold hours to inspection
and planning of the work, and the
restilts will redound to the eredit of
the entire National Guard of the
state,

There are many pleasant memo-
ries attached to Leona Heights, but
it is the opinion of all who are fa-
miliar with the new site that Wild-
cat will win the hearts of shooters
and be a popular range,  Climati-
cally 1 ds full of surprises which
will sometimes challenge, sometimes
humor.  Seenically it is a beauty
spot which will capture the faney
of wives who bring a hook or {he
family so spend the day while * Dad’
shoots. Tactically it will provide
same opportnnity for troop leading
problems. As a rifle range, it has
about evervthine,

& WITH this brief salute, Wildeat
awiaits the 1939 target scason. There
are many things 10 do before the
Wildeat will be a full fledeed sue-
cossor to Leona Heiehts, bat with
the beginming of the 1939 season the
W range s ready,  able, and
willing,

CNG

One- Day 'Pill Box' . . .

® \T the Burean of Standards in
Wishington, . C a group ol -
vited mihitary and  diplomatic ob-
servers recently observed o demon-
stration in which a conerete fortress

was construeted and naede ready For

Junwary, 14939

nse in less thar one working day by at the demonstration was a *pill box’

nse ol o new formula known as the twenty feet long, twelve feet wide,
Vaeuum conerete |i|'“l'l'h.\'_l add nine feet high,
The process employs a quiek-drey- c NG
ing formula for ecment. Constencted Patronize Guardsman Advertisers
&)
GUARD YOUR HOME!
err .w
FULLER _ _
PAINTS Sun, wind, rain, fog
they [ast .
are constantly tearing down
your home unless it is kept well-painted
E@@&&@E& PAINTS
W. P. FULLER & CO.
Branches and Dealers throughout the West
. (4}

In Southern California it’s DIESNMIOND'S
for Army Uniforms, Civilian Apparel

Presenting Quality Clothes from more
nationally famous makers than any other

Men’s Store in the West. Among them—

KUPPENHEIMER

Fine Suits and
%
Overcoats from 4}5

Secen Convenient Stores: 616 Broadway
Seventh and Hope % 543 South Spring Street
5500 Wilshire Boulevard /» Los Angeles

Westwood Village # Long Beach # Palm Springs
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